all bulk Ace may 
zem As ; needle 5 aud rediculofis as 
me fey hours it may be 
 axd then both the dcfi TL of the 
Author, arg. of the Book tay be own. 
< may. be thou deſireſt to know what was 
= cccafion of the following Di 


o 


* I know not if I beobliged to anſer 
fe ard ſuch like idle. queſt ions; yet to 
afe thy cariofty, know, that the Au- 
- Was.  unhbappuly engaged. to converſe 
; wh of men, who frequently de 
; ANG ich like queries; and 
5 oppuſed by the greater patt, 
ning an, unreaſonable pefit ron. 
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8:11. 56. 3ncouſe 
= BE. Keligion,: freely rejebt 
| rhee (if the Author knew 
'® world burnthe Book for its [ake. 
-þ x But I hope upon trial there ſhalt 
found no harſh .notion in it to offend | 


. 


moſt ſquedmiſh conſcience. For the 0 
! on I have rejetted is, in my judgme | 
; conſiſtent with the Divine Goodneſs 
i Holineſs, repugnant to the freedoms 
| mane Nature, and deftraltive of 4 
| fol means for the preſervation of” 


life. While as that + atthatny "7 
| begets in mens minds, noble aud ge 


conceptions 'to promyte real Piety and, 


: F; patPiety is the meanes to prolong 0 
| and; wickedneſs the canſe 
' that this is 10 
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Thir brings-to 
advice, with which 

n is he that defireth 
7 days, that he 

0d ? Keep thy Tong 
hy Lips from ſpeaking guile. 
* evil, and do good. Seek 
It. Bur the wicked 
II not live our half 
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number of his months are wi 
thee, thou baft appoit 
be cannot 
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rom this, various: adminiſtra- 
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fers ) had any care 
ald never ſuffer th 
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ed, P 
-* To ſee bad -proſpering i 
- their wicked purpoles a der- 


ings, and good men unſucceſs- 


” 


and fruſtrated in their juſt'at- 
has been none Of the leaſt 
-the Epicurean Atheiſts 


bon e of, in their exe | 


4a = 


Rule and Dominion. Ir'was this 
ingle conſideration that made 


"Ing this World from the Divitie 


® 


Cato (who was once a Preacher 

. ©.of Providence; how Orthodox, I 
Enquire nor) accuſe the Dominion 
' Government of the pods, of 
ili uſtneſs, char Cz- 


- 


vidence ; | 


. A , 5 


{ball " 
puniſh 
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ke OT 


ret becau be : proſpe 
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quickly perceived thei 


ud 


folly and error, and that the wic! 


Slaughter ; and as 
excellently expreſſeth it, 7o 
tur in altum ut lapſu gra 
. Job J « 


[not dir 


- 


cleats in' thine 


But "Of hit it God ould ſpeak! 
d open his lips agdivft,thee;ch.1 


L 
Lo 


. 
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fe” were "the Cordials Jab's 


{IFP 


rded him, while.as his 
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ted condition. 
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ivy ; bur 
as needleſs ro, tell then tt 


4G og 


| treaties Ie z_ al S 


| for his own defence ſlip ted ; 
7 is ar length forced to beg their 
ſilence, deſiring far rather to plead 
is cauſe with his Maker; who 


2 


could diſcern his ſincerity ; and 
therefore having ordered his cauſe; _ 
=” c/.13.18. and taken an exact and 
” accurate examination of his for- 
> mer ways, he begins his plead- 
- ings for a mitigation' of his pre- 


ſent calatnity, from v. 23. which 
-* he continues till irtertupted by _ ” 
' Eliphas, ch. 15. and amongſt the _ : 
» many arguments he urgerh, that 


- taken from the determined days, 
- and unpaſſable bounds prefixed £6 


> men,is not the ſmalleſt : Seezng his - * 


* days are determined, the number 


of his months are with thee ; thaw 
haft appoitited his bounds that he 

cannot pas. Turn from him that. 

y reſt, till be fhall accompliſh * - 


yR i 


- but . reaſonable. I ſhould fpend a 
- lictle time in their explanation, 

Seeing his days are determi- 
- wed, &c, The word which our 
Tranſlators render ſeeing, is in 
- the Original TDN zf, which ſome Ex- 
zofirors think is uſed by way © 
- query, thus, 1} his days be deter- 
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 wined? But the Context ſeem 
o: warrant our Vulgar Tranſla 
en, and there'is no doubt, bu 
4s yery. emphatick ; for it con- 
ins an implicit affirmation, a 
phraſe very ordinary, when the 
thing, for its certainty is confeſſed 
and acknowledged. But let us 
ſuppoſe that the words ſhould be 
” - Tendred by way of quzry, yet 
there are two doubts that muſt 
e removed, elſe their quarrellin 
- with: our Tranſlation is- vain.-aty 
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ves; 
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impertinent. 1. It ſeems £0 to 


 Veryevident, that it has then 
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= had never made uſe of rh 
ment, in his pleadings for a ce 
= tion fronftrouble. 2. If ob ha 
| indeed doubred, that mans days 
were derermined, it was no wilc 
nor rational plea, eſpecially ſince 
he was pleading with God, - who 
knew whether it were ſo or not; 
and ſince he might have made uſe 
= of indubitable Topicks. But paſs 
* by this debare as trivial. _ - -- 
- F#His days, &c, It is debatedb 
+ ſome, why Job makes uſe of the . 
= third perſon, and not of the f 
The reaſon ſome give is this, 
cauſe the third -perſon uſed for 
= the firſt, denotes contempt and 
= modeſty ; and ' therefore Job in 
* his low ſtate is pleaſed thus to 
abaſe himſelf, eſpecially ſince plea- 
ding with his 'Maker. But this -- 
jectureis not fully ſatisfaRto- 
if; ſeveral of his othe 
uſe of the firſt perſon; 
| hte i'wo 


1 15S 


\ perſon upon the : 
int 'of the former *conſiderati- 


oy = ” * 


»refore from 


a» 
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ſurpation of the'perſons, we 
may ealily conjeCtare, that: when 
1e argument he brings'does in a 


more . pecaliar manner reach his 
own' private condition, then he 
makes uſe of the tir{t perſon : an 
inſtance of- this we have ch. 13, 
23, 24. Oc. But now this argu- © 
' ment taken from the determined ,*! 


# 


- 


en 
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days, and unpaſſable bounds ſer '? 


"to men, is a general.'one, which 
all men as well as he might plead ; 
therefore he ſpeaketh in the third 
perfon, yet always cying his own 
condition, The like inttance we 

nd in the begirining of this Chap- 
ter, Maythat is born of a woman, 
zs of few days, and full of trouble. 
Here he ſpeaks in the - third 

erſon, and not in the- firſt fo 
0 be of few days and' ful 

/e, isthecharacter of eve 
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: a Be 34 
: 32-29; 
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of my 


in the Original proper 

ro dig or cut thorow ; Ni 

o be underſtood metaph 

becauſe God'doth as exect | 
the number of mens days, -as-if the 
moſt accurates ſearch were 'made:; 
"Tis true, inall/humanedetermina+ 
tions, it is reaſonable thatconſulta- 


7 S 


tion precede. Some ſpace-muſt in- 
tervene betwixttheir knowing'of.a 
thing, and- their determinations 
abour ir. I confeſs, it is diſpw 
whether the Humane: Will 

*it ſelf a knowing faculty:? or: if it 
mult tollow in its choice the) dic-: 
tares of the-intelle& ?-I willnor 
difpute this now; but there is truty 
it rhat. 


FOIA 
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ite and Eternal 


<< 


od no attu®© ittu, (as 
ſpeak) comprehendeth and 
h all furuce Events. 

e- number of his Months are | 
e, ©c. This phraſe holds | 


$/4 . who 


4 


* 


, 


ExaQneſs and Infiniteneſs of the 
Divine knowledg ; and Second 
* , the Divine rule and dominion. 
© Frrff, it holds out the Divine 
 Kknowledgto be Infinite and Exact, 
' The number of his months are 
withthee.  Thatisthouarta God | 

ledg .reacheth the | 
tp 


tion of our time, even: 


. to months / and days ; thou alone | 

 knoweſt {all thoſe circumſtances ; + | 

_ andto know the particular portion 
>days allowed to every man, | 


nite 


- 


es ;certainly require an infi 
T knowledge. I v 
-enquire, what truth 
pretended di 


ae 


of Cerleftial Bodies, 
the furure number of the da” 
and months of terreſtrial I if 
ferior. Sublunary ws th a paſ 
ing view of this I will have occa- 7 
ſion to take afterwards ; at pre- *: 
ſent we reſt- ſatisfied with this, 
that-an exa& and. comprehe 
knowledg of our days and-months 
is only the prerogative of hi 
who holds our lives in being ; 
rerended knowledgany Creatur 
'boaſteth of, is conjectural an 
uncertain, if not. (as frequentl 
it is) fititious, unleſs when tt 
Divine wiſdom-for ſome ſecret,ar 
to. us unknown ends, reveal 
his creatures ſuch furure 
But Secondly, the Phraſe hol 
the _ Divine. Rule and domi 
The, number of bis 
with thee: Fhat is,they 


nts t 
Man his time. Now 
fer to Men may be conſt 
nder a ©'two-fold' noti 
S it fi gnifies that. common 
org Period which ' the 
{Nature has ſetled, which 
e common'courſe of Na- 
fulfil, if no adeidental 
cc hinder : and i 
iſt only underftandsthis 
term of Humane L 
19. avs of « our 
'e threeſcore years 
by -reaſon' of firength 
Fo ig ty &c.” or Second- 
naytbe underſtood in a more 
3 as. it is taken for-rhe 


$ 


ir perſon 
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this ::wo 


Ps; 


rticular term; in 


H$ 


ſenſe they. ate to be unde 
determined, appointed, &c. ; + 
Theſe:and ſuch like condeſce 


yo 


ing Phraſes,. have been moſt- un- 
| happily uſed, and ſagly mifunder- - 
ood in the Schools. Some men no 


ſooner - read in Seripture of G 
determining | or - appointing, 
they inſtantly concjude a phyf 
previous neceſſitating ac, wh 
inevitably and irrefiſtibly de 
mines ;Men : -and-this kind of 


termination they plead for i » 


caſes; 10: that Men even-in - 
' vitious- | actions- are. irreſiſti 

determined to do ſo, I know 
opinion. which _ has rendred 
reformed Church more odious thi; 
d to God.I could 
- Cenſure is | cauſeleſs, x 


d! wn ſtrong; and not 
- fince it' was not much leſs 
n Hereſie to condemn it: and 

to this day it isthe ſtudy of 
me Teachers, to inſtill it into 
he hearts of their Hearers. For 
he correcting of this ſowre opini- 
on, I ſhall have occaſion to add 
things in this following dif- 
rfſe ; now I ſhall defire it to 
_- beconſidered, that while we ſpeak 
. ef theDivine determinations, ap- 


_ pointment, &c. we ſpeak of things 
- our knowledg cannot reach, the 
4 nceprions ' -we: ean frame 


- our elves of the Divine. yoli- 
dns, are dangerous and: imper- 
; our capacities in this lapſed 


are-are more narrow than'we are 


7% oi 


Ware of : and although they were 


'ro @ higher pitch, yet we 
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deeps that are unfathi 
were to be wiſhed that. 
not found their- pretended 
ledg of the Divine yolirions, 
the baſis of their own filly voliti- 7 
ons, and did not argue from what 
we find in our ſelves to be the ſame 
in God. *Tis true the Holy Spirit 
hath condeſcended ro expreſs 
things ſuitable to our Underſtand- 
ing and mean capacities, therefore. 
we read in Scripture of the Divine 
determinations, appointments, ®c, 


i 


but yet to abuſe ſuch condeſzendl Þ 


ing expreſſions, and-'to. imagi 
thar: there were really fuch pu 
ſes, and volitions in -God as the 
we perceive in ourſelves , this 
were a heinous crime, 
ſatisfie our ſelves 
God inan eminent and tran 
ding manner doth theſe thin 
which we cannot do wi W 


ccing, 


pa 


Mans life were ſo fatally 
that he can neither. ſhorten 


or boner, it; for 'thisis: COntra- 
TEREPS 


is Phraf 5 we 'are 
common term 
Jumane "Lite - which:-is nor 
-mutable: as the: particular”, 
| l:o ether ſo" ; TNat 
not> be: altered ; ifor God 
4 reſerved in his.own -pow- 
cr the 'ſhortening,and prolonging 
of it. And further,we 'muſt-r 


* -aponk forerel- the 
every Man 


preciſe: 
$Lite ; 0 17 


pop pt 2% 


from ancient time the things 


RS 


K 


are not yet done ; ſaying, my © 
Counſel muſt ſland, and I will do © 


4s 


ws 


x 


all, my ? eaſure , T (a, 46. 9. Twe . 
things there be which occaſion 
men* to change their purpoſe 


y 
and reſolations.' x. Their want 
of Power to execute m, 

2. 'Their finite and ſhallow Know- . 


bg 
"a" 


- 


- Jedg, which cannot foreſee th 
future-ccircumſtances which ren 


WF. 
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£4 3s 


poſe the Almigh 

things are poſſible:it is the Prophets © 
argument, 7he rd of hoſts bath - 
urpoſed, who ſhall diſanull it 
his hand is ſlretched out, and who” 

fhall turn it back ? Tſa.24. 17. A 
further there is no circumſtance 
condition that lyes in the dar 
nd - unſeen to him, whoſe kn 
*dg 1s Infinite, and who « 


* 


aw, 


mY 


a 


- 


n- cannot paſs theſe bounds . 
by the Divine foreknow- 
--Tedg : Bur of this afterwards. 
> Turnfromhim, &c It isquaris 
- ed whether Job here petitioneth 
a withdrawing of ſupporr- 
= ing preſence, and a ceſſation by 
* death, or a ceſſation irom the 
- affliction and trouble he lay un- 
2x. There be Three things that 
ead for the former Interprera- 
pn. Tt. Becauſe the word 911 | 
ed abſolucly , ſignifieth 
le by death, 1 Sam. 2.5. aud 
that were hungry ceaſed, 1. e. 
lied. 2. Becauſe the ſupporting 
and of Providence being remov- 
,. men return to the Duſt. 


> 


Tho 
Zeſt thy face, they are troubled, 
ou takeft away their Breath,they 
and return to their Dutt, 
as, 104. 29. 3: It 1snot incon-+ 
ent with Jobs former | deft 


. and 6, why died 1 


f 


and been 


” 


en at] reſt 
ave my requeſt, even that "* 
would pleaſe God to deftroy me ! © - 
at _ the,Phraſe can neyer_ ad- 
mit the | former gloſs cvidently - - 
appears from the words immedt 
ately following, for if Jos had ' 
been pleading tor death, why is 
that reaſon added,that he might ac+ 
compliſh hu day? It is only then _ 7 
a ceſſation from his grievous 
fiction that he ſo earneſtly in- 
treated ; as if he had ſaid, Lord; © 
thy affliting hand is heavy, and. 


A 


what am I but weak Duſt, not able. 
to bear thy heavy Chaſtiſments?* - 


my Soul is overburdened w 


grief; and wilt thou ſer thy ter- 
rors before me to. affright me T. 


oſe inſeparable evils, MOL 


y ” 


burtheh of pain more gricyous 
d inſufferable 2 O do not mea- 

out {o diſmal a Condition to 
_ filly Creature! Make me not 


* 


object of thy direful] ven- 
e, but in the midſt of wrath 
mber Mercy. Art thou tiot 
dneſs i it ſelf, and far more.com- 


ionate than the moſt render pa- 
£2 And ſhall it be ſaid thou haſt 


= 


2aſured out ſo acute torments 
es thy. poor. Creature ? I con- 
erfeion is not the thing I 


If 


; cad; yet may not I fay, it is 
© for my. iniquity, nor for my 


* 


n,; that thou haſt afflited me 7 


ol 


ler this Conſideration alſo 


a 


burden, Now in fic 
petirions-- there 


—— s F 
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ap 
cet with the 


leaſt 

Miaion 3 Juſt like that wretched 
| man who ſaid, ibs evil # of the 
Lord, why ſpbould we wait any 
' Jonger' upon him? But thoſe pert- 
16ns. of the Faithful in holy writ, 
ough/ at the firſt view they 

: to be peremptory and abſo- 
yert- they: are truly qualified 
we:and at the moſt, on- 


+ 


v 


z 


1 reſt ; ut! quzeſcat ſc. 
© his affliction being |} 


= 
IN Ae 


the —_ 0 
1.1fthe affli 

us . uncapa 
'duty ; I queſ 
reaſon will ſu 
man, that in 
more eligible 
we are ignorant what. Go 
| ligns ro us, by. ſending . us: 
i&tions, it iS our..:pal 
ubmir.ro-the Lords will, 
Geod & the will of the 
alchou h we. may com 
Ju miſlyely . with I 


[ at caſe. 


* 
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and. 
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x the: Ear « 


= Know not ' 


r0. y: "my f 
IS, 99 Wy: Was 
ordinary happy 
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of the comtorts,.. 


joyed, makes. 
out, O that-: 


Fry 


Ws 


ce. more _ 
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younger than. 
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If Job in this ſlate « 
been perſwaded of t 
change of 'his conc ition, an; 
his. latter end ſhould be more 
111g, the exp 
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”- 


that 


» 


* 


2d" re- 
d { a future 
ſednefs and better reſurre&ion, 
which made thoſe Worthies, Heb. 


11,.ſo cheerfully undergo ſuffer- 


ing. What rhe happineſs of the 
aints reſt'is, T am not able ro re- 
preſent, it being fo far above an 
thing we can in this imperfe 
| ate conceive or imagine. The ad 
vantages that artend our prefen 
tranquility and, reſt, are mat 
reat, Which to enumerate 
"be prolix and tedious : but 
om that, we ſhould frame to 
our ſelves an TJea of that Ce- 


Þ 


Teſtial 'Reſt, how imperfect would 


it be? any Reſt we injoy here, is 
uncertain : an unthoughr-of cay- 
fality may impair it, but the Reſt 
that remains for the people of 
1s everlaſting, there is no fear 

g It ; Heaven 15 a place 

m fe, and therc is 
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e way to 
om is ſpread” over with thiſtles ; 
thor ow many tribulations we'mu 
enter intothe Kingdom of Heaven : 
bur thofe: Waves of afflition will 
quickly over; and when' th 
breaks, -'theſe/ ſhadows will: flee = 
away, i This Winter --will ''foon 
be paſt, ''and z7he /1 
Birds will come ; and 
who by faith. and patience 
tinue in' well-doing, ſhall cre 
long be placed mn thoſe 
fions. of Reſt, that are in Z4- 
nels land. Ter TU 


Sage 4 
o 


© $, AF 
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' Alas, how inſenfible do we re- 


bs; 


main under the enjoyment of 
outward comforts! when we 
bleſſed with food, libe 
alch, we are bur ſenſibly 
and-ignorant, whar'is the \ 


Ka. ars NO 
f.man with ;the- days 
weling.,, And: in cach Me 


the. days of inan al 
allotted him ſor to 


* 


or thy {ei 
miſcry meaſured . ont to 
inables,me. to.go about. th 
be entreated. therefore O 
Father ro turn , irc 
ſure, remove: the ,preſ 
| -calamity 1 am oyerburd 
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at 
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bd 


| , » Ys +& 


from th: 


# 4 


preſen 
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that I may, yet accompl 
mainder of my _ time 1 
and ſervice, .. 44... MSL 


ed'day of the 


d. 
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be 
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dulged a. 


When he 
tele. caſe, 


ggar 
ec 


Jaborar 


bo 


r iS the 
what 
S LI ſt ſtate ir 
ſorrow and trouble, till mor- 
in Life.Our 


= 
*. 
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but f 
ity be fwallowed u 


— 


- pleafures ( upon which we put 
e higheſt ' value) are either pur- 
chaſcd, or accompanied with pain 
and fabor. If we bein'a proſper- 
ous fiate, our minds are either 

_ aiſtracted with care to make it 


proſperous; or with fears 
and perplexed, leſt ir be 
onded; and if we bein alow 
and adverſe ſtare, we grieve, and 
- 'repine; nay knowledg, the moft 
- excellent of carthly pleaſures, is 
: yer m the judgment of rhe wiſeft 
f men, but vexation of ſpirit ; 
For tn much Wiſdom there is much 
" and he that encreaſeth 
lede encreaſeth Sorrow. The 
Man is not- unfitly compar- 


4 
. 


- TY Ks 
, wh IC 


# 


, as one W bu 
ther. And by all theſe calar 
we may learn what an evil $ 
rhe: fruit of which are all r 
calamities we meet with; z# the 
weat of thy face ſbalt thou eat 
Bread till thou return unto the © 
round. And upon this account 2 

Job may be ſuppoſed to plead 

| with God thus; Lord, is not my 7 
|  rime ar beſt bur lamentable and. 
' miſerable? And wilt thou ſuperadd 

to this inevitable miſery, a ſurplu- 

ſage of pain and affliftion? O deal 
kindly with thy ſervant who is 
devoted to thy fear; Turn from me 
that T may reſt till T ſhall accom- 
pliſh as an Hireling 2. 
Thirdly, True it is that 
lings day is bur Labor and Pai 
yer. the - brevity. and n 


Lo 


of 


i . * ” 
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x : his : 


is £-k ww 
the Poet, 
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ae 


ly * ro argue 
nowelſt how 
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31 am, ; and if thou_ contend 
ith me, how quickly ſhall I 


ro.the, Duſt, 1 R 
that m DAE 48.55, however | 
rt, and, Jet ihy goodneſs 
rin removing .. thy  ſiroke 


me, for I at 


w .of thi 
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n 


as. :. 
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[the means, it 


ord, or Plague, it is very 
ain from this plain Text of 
ipture, that. the days of ey 
ife are determined; bur 
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of this doubt, I ſhall 


| the bettec I, 
Firſt, There 18 no-do 
every Mans Life hath a Per 
| 1s z5 appoimted. far all men once is 


| de; th warfare from which 
| there is no diſcharge: W#/ 
hat liveth and ſha 
Death ?;As to this the'Pr 
t:Ntand-upon eyente 
e wiſe-man tells u 
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rave, V' 
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- it is plain, thar Death 1s: | 
- ment. inflicted for Sin; fo 

man had never ſirined; 
no reaſon ro think he 
died I*:confels without "IF 
tion, we could never haye gueſſed. ' ? 
this to be the cauſe of Death. The . _ 
Heathen Philoſophers were. ex-: . - 
ceedingly confuſed intheit notions - 
concerning the oripine. of Sin, and 
the cauſe of Death: many of them); 
thought that Death was a natucal 
accident , orig 
to Humane Narure. 
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if Revelation / had not declared 
the” contrary, I had beet fully ſa- 


tisfied, that | Death had b en no 05 
ther thing but ſuch a natural ac-: : 
cident ;:bur it is ſtrahge that any. * 
1anthat has coriverſed 'with fa-. * 
r; ſhould be-of this opt; - 
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hus, placuit , ut. quicungue 
_ eicit,, Adam promum hbomnem mor- 
7 ,ita ut five peccaret, 
- you peccaret, moreretur it 

corpore, hoc eſt, de corpore exivet, 

non Peccafti merito neceſſitate 
- * nature, anathema ſit. Itt after-ages 
the Scotzfts ( the moſt ſubril of all 

holaftick writers) inclined much 
o this opinion, againſt whom the 
[homiſts ( their irreconcilable Ene- 
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s) rook up the cudgels;amongft 
. ern Writers the ſeemingly 
" rational Socinzans,have owned this 


oundleſs conceit. But] cannot ' | 
y todebare this at length, only 
_ - in brief,” if Death had been natu- 

Tal to man in the flate of- In 
_ cency, it behoved to have 
. cauſe of theſe following reaſon 
cauſe Adams natural 


amity arid 
the primitive. 
ruitful and multiply: is 2 
plain that procreztion inciides 
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ortality in its - notion ; and far- 
ther it ſeems ro be unconceivable 


How this little Map of Barth ſhould _ 
have contained a niimerous mubk - 
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| riplying arid neyer dying off- * 
| Jpring. 3: Humane Narure 11 the_; 
| Aftate of Innocency did ſtatid t 
| need of Meat and Driok, 
plaini from Gey. 1. 19. now t 
end of eating and drinkirg 19 
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 decaysof our Bodies, Which would 
ſudenly return to duſt; if they were - 
fot thus renewed, and ſtrengthen- - 
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efitoy the works, of 
t healſo took away. the 
n, which is Death ; than 
othing is more contrary to 
experience. 5. Immortaliry 
ſeems to be entailed only to the 
' ſtateof future Glory,where Corry 
5jow. all put on Tncorruption, and 
ality ſhall be ſwallowed up in 
Z and then there ſhall be uo 
. more Heath, Rev. 21, 4. Theſe are 
e' moſt material reaſons I can 
nd for the:proof of this opinion, 
' In anſwer to which I ſhall deſire 
e Five following conſiderations 
nay.be weighed. 
- Conjeact,-It is not to be doudted 
_ that the efertal wiſdom, furniſh- 
ed qur firft parents with all theſe 
- accompliſhments their ſpecifick 
- nature could fuffer : the ſignatures 
” of Wiſdom and Goodneſs were le- 
ible in the Joweſt and leaſt regar- 
led piece of rhe creation ; but. in. 
"Mani in a more eminent mannes, 
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t thoſe endo 
were, with w is innocent 
dition was bleſſed. We have no re 
ſon to think that there was'd 
Jar or diſagreement amon 
faculties, or oppoſition and fight: 
one quality with another. 'It'w 
mans diſobedience that diſtuelky 
the whole univerſe, and'diſo ET, 
every part'of it; while hewas at © : 
peace with his Maker, heienjoyed - 
a ſerene condition; and needed nor 
fear any hurt cither External or _ 
Taternal : then all the parts of his 3 
Body entertained a fweet harmo- 
ny, and rhere could be. nothing 
except Sin that ſhould have. made 
any failure - in his conſtitution,-or 
made a ſeparation berween his 
Soul and Body. Burt Sin having en- 
tred the World, every part ofthe 
univerſe changed its face;and Man, , 
who was Heavens favorite in his 
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tion, and þecauſe he is earth» 
-. unleſs we think it alſo ratio» 
r-perieaed Bodies, inthe 
e of Glory arc not Bodies, or 
hat they are even there mortal ; 
oth-which ſeem to be plainly op- 
pofite to Scripture. | 
.. 2. The Phraſe Immor- 
tal; [may fall under a double no- 
. tion: for Fzrſf, ſometimes it is ta- 
n abſolately,.. implying a 
perfect, which had no begin- 
2: et 
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Earth ; ſo that we can 
conclude from -it, that -G 
tion. ſhould. have continued; 

the repleniſhing of the Earth. By 
Thirdly, What ſuppoſe this li 
Map of Earth had nor been able 


contain ſo numerous an off- ſpri 
could not - God: have 
Man after he had lived {on 


on the Earth to ſome. bem 
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tween the Lives of thoſe 
e upon wholfome Fo 
Ve a-moderate Diet ; and 
'© are carelefs in their 
upon' Husks ; we 
"think the former Co: 
| *'reafonable , ' eſpecially 


r © bleſſed ſtare exeluded all 
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- are the" bleſſed benefits chart are 
conferred upon Mankind, upon 
the' a ount of his Redeemer : ; 
'who was at 
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ed; and Deat 
puniſhment. . 
Con/id. 5. Immortality conjoyn- 
cd with a ſtate of perfect teliciry,is 
reſerved for Heavens favourites 4 - 
Inthe ſtate of Innoccncy our fi 
Parents were liable to Death-.if 7? 
they rebelled, bur the Saintsabove * 
are confirmed in their Bleſſed ſtare; © 


atd as our Lord Chriſt tells us,they 
can dye no more. But this much 4 
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ſuffice for the removing the for | 
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as it is inall Languages, t0.;pu 
the Wholeſometimes to 


by | is. liable: ro. Cp 
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muſt not 1 oliſhly 
criod \isut / to the 
. being of the Sou), bur only: 'that 
> it$ union with the body is diſlol- 
' ved: otherwiſe a diſmal ftroke 
yvould be given- to our Religion, 

3nd what would become ot the 
ertuous ? I confeſs it is'very hard 
2nd difficult, ro demonſtrate the 
ortality of: our Souls by na- 
— eural treaſon : 'Tis: true; by reaſon 
| may prove. that our Natures are 
- Jpiritual, and rhar -we elicite ats 
ich are beyond the -power 
matter ; bur yet we .-could 
er be fully: aſcertained thar ' 
e is a Life after rhis, if Re- 


ation had nor plainly diſcover- 


@::1t. Ihe Heathen: Philoſo- 
oh ers - very- wiſely. : entertained 
ome bopes of a Life after this ; 


moral arguments-taken-trom 
eſs of God,and his j 
ribuing Rewards and Pu- 
nrs : but alas how'doud 
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courſe! of -1t-! Bar = 
& of Revelation, theſe- 
T fully temoved, and we now know 
har there isa ReſurreAion from 
the dead,and rhat the Souls of Be- 
 lievers at death go immediately in- 
to glory. <> = 
_ Fourthly, Becauſe the explica- © 
tion of terms is very neceſſary 
for the unfolding of- doubts; 
ſhall conſider the twofold notion © 
and acception. the period of Hus - 
mane Life is lyable to. 1. Some-' _ 
times it is taken in a large ſenſe, - 
for that common and ordinaxy Pe- _ 
riod which the Author of our na- 
tures hath fſetled, which Men 
by the common courſe of nature + 
atrive at : Now many tkearned 
Men upon good grounds think that - 
this is the determined bounds - - 
mentioned in Scripture. 2, Som 
rimes it is taken for the Jaſt mo- 
It of cyery. 
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wenty years, Gen. 6. 3. That 
although this be 'a petye 
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where there is an- exceſs of: heat, * 
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medicum  tbnces « 
convaleſces , atterutr 
, medicum ergo adn 
walet.Cic.lib.de tato. And 
Seneca thinks he has; 
very good anſwer, 


never a whit better. | 
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conſiſtent with the immuta 


y of the Deity: But others have 
en more illiberal in their con- 
jons,thinking it enough if they E 
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ntthar God hath a care of Man- 
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Philoſophers, or any other rank of 
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aence 1n impiety, to ſay with 
ans, that the World 
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reſolurions,or that: . 
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- Ehing in the World. Bur becauſe 
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this. afterwards, I ſhall now ad 
only -an inſtance or two from 
*  Seripture, whereby ir may appear: 
that the moſt ſeemingly caſual 

- Periods of men are ordered by an 
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e Divinite Rule and Do 
nd-firſt the man-ſlayer, 


*, 


» 


£th'his Neighbor unawars, f 
tobe as caſual a buſineſs as 
be: and yet we may read h 


the two fofnier tejeded opitiio 
.of the dtorcks and Ep prcurea 


_s 


ſolute 


, (that from the our- 
10us tothe: Di- 
C ircumſtan- 
ar eto be on 
s ſo abſolutely det 
ans life, 


diligence; nor 
rance;. Sword 
[1:Others 20 fe the ij Incon- 
ces andab fol» 


101- 


Lofevery mans life 
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ſeems good to him, cither, extend 


Nrehgthen the firſt opinio 
"There are many plain' pla 
'Scripture that conclude” the" 
of eyery man''to be bou 
the Divine determination! 
* ty, There are many cxan 
Scripture which ſhew that the'Pe 
riod of every* mans Life is'from 
the our-goings of Eternity, ſetand 
bounded in by the Divine will. 
Thirdly, Tt is a common opinion 
that the futurition 'of all'things 
' depends.upon the Divine will,an- 
tecedently ro which, rhings'are 
only poſſible: and - thertore, 
Fourthly, we can neyer give a ra- 
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the Divine -knowledg concerning - 
the Period of Humane Life is in-- © 
fallible and certain, if it be 'not 
founded upon the Baſis of the fure. 
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months #s with thee ; Tſhall there-. 
fore endeavor to make our 
this truth by the plaineſt and 
molt convincing evidence that can 
be. 
In order to this I ſhall ſhew 
thar God hath a perfe&t compre- 
he ſion of all rhings, paſt, preſent, 
or to come; and by conſequence 
fore-knows the Period of every 
Mans Life. Secondly, I ſhall prove 
this by plain evidence from Scrip- 
_ tural Examples. Thirdly, I ſhall 
make it appear,thar it is ſolely the 
prerogative of our Maker to know 
the Feriod ot every Mans Lite. 
And /afily, 1 ſhall anſwer the 
moſt Material objetions and 
doubts that are brought againſt ir. 
Firſt, that God hath a perfe&t 
confprehenſion of all things paſt, 
preſent, and to come, is ſo reaſo- 
nable a principle of natural Religi- 
” - On, that it hath bþcen generally 
Wii. ond © 
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owned by the wiſeſt and maſt 
learned Heathen. And thoſe im- © 
pious wretches who at every turn 

take the name of God in vain, in 
. atteſting him in the truth of what 
ſometimes themſelves know is 
falſe, ſufficiently imply that they #3 
believe Gods Infinite knowledg. * * 
Beſides the truth of this is planly 
held out in Scripture; it was ro 
this City of reſuge Peter did flee 
when his love was ſeemingly call- 
ed in queſtion ; Lord (ſays he) 
Thou knoweſt all things, John 21. 
16. And the Author of the Epi- 
ſtle to the Hebrews makcs uſe of 
this Topick to induce us to cri- 
cumſpection, all things are naked 
and open to the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do,Heb.4.13.and * 
God himſclf appeals ro the infini- 
ty of his knowledg 'in the demon- 
ſtration of his Deity,and challeng- 
eth the Idol-Gods 7o produce theer 
cauſe ; and ſhew what ſpall hap- 
pen that the latter end of thih 
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--:: Th. 41. 
braids the 


t they have eyes and 
t he alw 


Y _ that. he God in whom he trufl | 
” gocs behold his condition ; all | 

* which inſtances make it undoubt- _ 
able rhat God hath an inffnite cog- Þ 
zZance, and that nothing can be 
d from his eyes, who equally 
holds things paſt, preſenc, and 
o.come. - 
+ > Now if it be ſo plain and evi- 
dent that God hath ſuch an Infi- 
nite knowledg,no Man can reaſon- 
- ably.-doubr that God knows the 
"Period of every Mans Life ; but 
It any ſhall as& how is it that God 
nows certainly the Period of Hu- 
mance Life, I anſwer, thar it is a 
- very. bold and iruitleſs enquiry, 
= which concerns nor us to know: ; 
= this. underſtanding is infinite, and 
all filly Man think to compre- 
nd and meaſure ir by.his finite 
"FE know- 


-_ 


3 
* : 


lea wonderful for him, 4 
| #20 wot altar 


unto it, B[al,1 39.6. And elſewhere 


4 


(days he) 1 ca 


he tells us, it is only bold Atheiſis 


' wnd 2s there knowleds 1t the 
 byght Xe} = 
I confeſs the Schoolmen(as they  _ 
arecalled) weary themſelves with © 
ſuch vain Diſputes, and they are 
as peremptory in determining the 
manger of Gods knowledg of fu- 
ture things, as if they had proygd 
their aſſertions with Mathemari- 
cal demonſtrations. Some of them 
cell us, thar things future are real- 
"Is preſent with God in Eternity; - - 
which methinks is a yery noble _ .* 
Paradox. Others run'to the Diving 
decree, and make it the Baſisofthe _ 
Divine knowledg. . Others tell us: : +: 
hat God. in contemplar is 
own eſſence ſees all rhe re 


and Igeas of turuge: 


o 
%* 


knows them certain- 
r add many other cor 
theſe may let us know 


+ 


eQures,burt 


ow vainly curious ſuch wits are: 
but that which may ſatisfie any ſo- 
_ ber enquirer is this, that God is 


# 


Infinite in knowledg, and ghere- 

fore knows certainly the Period of 

every Mans Life, it being truly ſu- 
ture. 

he Second thing I premiſed 

was to prove that God Knows the 

\ Period of Humane Life by exam- 

ples from Scripture. Now I think 

this will need bur little proof, fince 

the prediQions concerning the Pe- 

riod of perſons are fo many and 

'- _ plain; ſo many Hundred years 

-  foretold, & ſo punqually fulfilled 

-. without a failure in a tittle.' The 

, death of. E's Two Sons, Hophni 

and Phinegas was foretold. 1 Jam. 


* 


2 ; 24. Anc puncually fulfilled, as 
| we may read, "ba 13,9 th the 
manner@ place of 7ezebels deat 
JE: ho "67h; Dogs Us, 


ory. 


| bel. in the Portion of Je Sh | 
Khereſoall be wow to rw'y Ber, 


a 


| 2 &ng.9. 10. Which, predia = 3 
on was fulfilled without 2 failure ; 


in any circumſtances, as we read. . * 
in the cloſe of thar Chapter. Bur 5 
the moſt remarkable inſtances are 3 
thoſe manifold prediQions con- _: 


cerning the death of Holy Jeſus: ; 
All the prophets.(as the Apoſtle 
obſeryetl? : ) have foretold* © 


Y at Chrif ſbould uffer;they haye 

nded\. upon the manner 
of his ſu ering, upon the time, 
bk Rn the circumſtances relar- 
to. it. The Pſalmiſt in a figu- 
ive. Speech, (a very uſual way 
of expre ing. things amongſt rhe 
Sap; ſpeaks of his being 
; ſo. doth rhe Propher Ze- 


A oF CO II look npoxn 
erced,. ech. 
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5%, 


iy wY 


F5k of op ny ing if t 
not by -rheir_hearry ri 
and | 
ifs laſh. Tt was King 


Lite Fifteen years, for the 
which God dit 
þ was this; « 
raer, for thou , 
Ive: But. he. 
z0d gers this retutn; 
yPrayer Thave ſcent 
old Twill add unto 
gears, Iſa. 38.5. 
in, that, God ke 


tayet to God that exteh 


ew, t 


ded his 
neſlage 


2 


>» 3 
4: 


that 
hen P 
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5 
r 


xe old World 
. had preycnted. th; 
in which they were 
Thirdly, That it is 


2 


+ 


RO 


Zance, will never attribure © 
it to any creature: and thoſe who. 
do.acknowledg the infinity gf the, 


Divine knowledg, will neyer 

| ir belongs to the creature. | The 

only things that we are to confider, 

are theſe pretenſions: 1 re- 
knowledg of things. 

Heathen world. bragg 

this Plea is:ealily remoyed. ' F 

| 2: in thoſe dark agegof the Wor 

_ it was ancaſlie thing | | 

on the fairh: of x 
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and dubious. 45o te 


acida Romanos vinitre poſſe, 
; was a Problem, rather than a Pro- 
E + phecy, which might have conclud- |. 
* ed both ways. Thirdly, The moſt | - 
parr of their pretended predi@ti- 
 _ ons were only gueſles and con- 
 - jecures, which for the moſt part 
were falſe and groundleſs; yer 
Fourthly, 1 do not deny but God 
nay for ends known to himſelf re- 
veal the Period of parzicular per- 
ſons,when,and ro whom he thinks | - 
is therefore ſingly the pro- 
of God Almighty who 
all rimes, and who can ne- 
be impeached for giving a 


Mona a 4s 
_— ——_— 


_ 


y 


a _— —_—— 


- 


| ng divination, to know the 
© Period of every Mans Life. 


In the laſt place I come to con- 
» fider thoſe Material doubts and 
| this principle may be 
,, As 1. It is hardly 
at God doth cerrainly 
riod of Humane Life, 
it 


e us deny 


viedg of —— 
e. F or 1 ; 


-hot reject vin lain 
ve. cannot comprehend what 


blcute. Thar there is in-mana 
is bey | 

and yer how irteconcilable 
| pinivns of learn 
inal, whether it be b 

&ion, ot by ir 
tion. Again the union of 
Body'isa very yiteriC 
and 'the moſt in 


* 


[t: comitgencies,:: 
<lthe prediftions'in-Scripiture 
trematkable and pldinevi- 
fees:that-God knowslall. things, 
now: ic cannotber 


Tknows4s 


twe might : byrntrural:pridd:- 
| tkriow that zGodots the:moſt} 
_ &\being char: can be-iniagi-y | 
.. net and:therefore:of Infinite:com-J 
-- ..prehenſfion; that ihe'i$'out Maker, f ; 


Lo 
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s of his creatures. . 
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rajtily' tof Dy fiich Zihi 
day, my foreknowle 
heceflitate 73134'to dot 


X- 


ſo" that upori'the'6ge ha 
c reknowleds - +6f-ir hath 1 
& ' upon rhe 
on,” nof croſſeth rhe- 


> 'fot' the: Divitie for 


manner of: 


4 


ledp is not "the 
RY <xiſt bur ir ſuppt 
| of Things: {6 upt = = 
| the contingeney 'of the Period of 
| Humane Life. does:not' infer; thax 


£100 rbings an 
'B fthe grear'di 
E/ Divine foreknowledg4 
reſiled _— Divi 


F# 


-aS Te well 


Vs. 


d man' will conrinue in n his. 
els, and 


bet teſtes,” quantos fecit 
45. ' Hence the-learged E; 
rells us, that his Religion: 
reverence he had to the Divim 
Majeſty would never ſuffer him 't@& 
admir .this argument, which xe- _ 
fle&ed ſo much upon the t 
Divine Predictions. - 

Bur I anſwer moreparticularl 
that Gods promiſes and thre 
nings are ſerious, becauſe alt 
God knows that ſome m 
are threatned will continue in thi 
wickedneſs, yet it being in 
ower to turn from their Sins, 
the Divine threatni 
_ gument which ſhou 

MEN 3 'NO man can of 
is ſerious with finners in'ſuc 


at, 7 


'his Son were to c 


af 


-4INFCATNLN 
Ln it fins: yet 1.Heknows that eyen 
ſuch; obdurate perſons may do 0- 
therewiſe,and -2.He knows that ma- 
ny men. would have.continued in 


r..ſins, if they had nor becn 


F #7," s& 


LY 


tye'.no reaſon to think that the 
egple 'of Nineve would ; have 
ned unto God if they had never 
en.thrcatned. Now though God 
w..that Nzzev:e when threat-. 
;would repent;yet ſince he alſo 


£ 


zew.. that it. they. had not been 


-, threatned they ſhould have conti- 


7 


-nued!in their wickedneſs;therefore 
- [n9» man can queſtion the ſeriouſ- 
eſs of: the Divine threatnings.. 

us I have diſpatched the 


articular, how the Period: of 


. come in th 


#*; 


threatned with puniſhments. ; We 


'TE 


[ſpeak conce 
ad may 'be comprehe 
in thele following .particular | 
The Period of every Mans Life: 
is not fatally limited-and bounded» 
by any abſolute: or! inconditronate> 
decree of God Almighty. Now-be-z 
cauſe many learned. men violently: 
urge, that God hath from the out-1 _ -- 
goings of | Eternity abſolatly-des? . , 
creed the. bounds of ' every-Me | 
Lite, without any conſideration of: 
thoſe circumſtances in which they 
are; tobe placed; ſo:that men, do 
what they. pleaſe, can neither ex-: 
tend nor ſhorten the leafe© 


af®© 


life: I ſhall therefore e I 


make: this aſſertion plain, and re-1 
move thoſe objetions that if mays _ 
ſeem lyable to; and the rather,ibe-; . 
cauſe in.ſuch-Kind of afferrions/ as; _-. 
are . beſides | the-common opinior 
men will be ready to: ſy: 


agiſtrious deſign. 


ar. from the umentcs 
make uſe of in proving 
e inability of the Period of eve- 
ſans Life. Now I ſhall only 
confider thoſe abſurdities and in- 
conveniencies that follow upon 

the a Imiſſion of the contrary opi- 

ion.” As f/f, if the Period of 

mane Life were Fatally deter- 

, then thoſe wretched miſ- 
who with their own handy 
pur 2 Period to their Lives, may 
calily ' excuſe” themlelyes Ore 
for ſince it is ſuppo- 
ey are phyſically pre- 

rermined to do ſo, how can it be 
; gn that they could do o- 
iſe ? is there any reſiſting of 
> The Divine decree ? alas, it was 
be: not in their power ro help ir, 
then can they be condemned 
rf It is a | 

= 1y £0 quod uitare 10u 


FR ' 


poteff;, 


ſuch brutith ations are r 
criminal, we run our ſelves u 
another abſurdity, and that is w 


& i 
refle&t upon the Divine holinefs 
and goodneſs; for if God has _ 
truly determined thoſe brut 
actions by a previous, ſecrer, 
unalterable decree, if he hath be- _ 
fore irrevocably determined, and _ 

ſo intangled in ſuch a train of cau+ 
ſes as ſhould neceſſarily make 
them offer yiolence to themſelves; 
how can we yindicate the Divine 
Sanity from the blor of being the 


Author of ſin? Alas, dayly experi 
ence ſhews us, how apt Men are 
to make uſe of this argument for 
their own yindication, when they 


do what is criminal ; they tell 


us they were fatally determin'd by 
an external power in ating them.. 
And with this conſideration the 
ſolace themſelyes,as WE 


I nt as Fool 
ns LP OE OY 


' 


$ or Mad-} 
OT fs Ine 


FP 
. 


ke 


5 


this - Opinian.;, 4 


when be «tempted, Iam tempt- 
ed of God; for God'cannot be 
tempted with evil, nejther tempt- 
eb be any man, But every man ts 
fempied when he « drawn afvay.of 
bis.own Luſt, and enticed, Jam. 2, 
+3, 14, - The. wiſe, Man in his 
ſeaſc;after the certainty, of things, 
concludes his Seventh Chapter of 
the Book of Ecc/efeaſtes thus, Lo, 
this only baye I found, that God 
bath made an upright: But they 

ate ſorgut out many mVentions, 
Pray then let us reject every opini- 


a 


On that teacheth God does neceſſi- 
44ie. Men to fin, tor nothing, can 


be more injurious to God than 


this. Jo think .to. palliar the 
-buſinefs by ſaying God is under 
noLay, is but a lawleſs and unrea- 
ſonable, pretext ; for- the evcrlaſt- 


e of his ſpotleſs 


is holy a 
diſtinRion between the 
pravity -of the a, the fot 
which God determins Man to;: 
not. to the latter, is as vain and 
yolous.-: For the/prayjty of every 
wicked a is-inſeparable from it. 
And. farther, .the - Divine com- 
mands particularly -prohibir- the 
a&; and 1. think- upon no- other. 
ground, bur becauſe the format ty 
of Sin conſiſts in the-a&t it ſelf. 1 
is indecd ſtrange to conſider th 
Platonick and: imaginary notiy 
ne-' Men run to: Bur I-chin® 
needleſs to take a particular vie 
of ſuch Dreams. _ 

Bur a$this opinion ſadly refle&s +2 
upon the holineſs of God, fo it is. 
highly 
ty. of Mans Will in the choice: 
the means, Thar therce'isa free} 
ciple inMan,isſo plain,that 
- denies this, muſt engage 


"# 


inconſiſtent with the hier: 


LOR 


y; but he perceives he may do 0- 
q 1er wiſe: the fick man 18 nor con- 
trained to negleRt the means for 
is recovery ; neither is the Phyſi- 


rian forced ro preſcribe this and ng 
Yther remedy: Men a& not as Ma- 
chines, but they have a Free Prin- 
ciple, whereby- they may chuſe 
whar they think is beſt and moſt 
convenient : ]t's trye,the Will, ſince 
dam'sFall,is corrupted,and moſt- 


encliged to that which is evil ; 
et yer. the Fall did not deſtroy 
0's Freedom, it made no Phyſi- 


* ba 


WF change, only the Faculties of 
me Soul are morally yitiated and 
IRS. '. 

» -Bur ifthe Willwere Phyfically(as 
they ſpeak)determined ad uu, 
it were ynreaſonable to think that 
the Sick perſon, who negles the 
means, could do otherwiſe. 'Ani 
as! doth 'nor Experience convince 


;that Men of this perſwafion neg- 


% 


they Dream that if. Go, 
creed that. they ſhall dye, 
cedleſs to uſe the means; 
God has determined that. vey i 
live, whether they uſe or negleR 
the means, they ſhall live... .. ,..;; 
But you'l fay, God doth not on- 
ecree the End, bur alſo 
Means. L anſwer,this Pleadoth not _ 
a whit diminiſl or remove the dif- 
ficulty, fince they fuppoſe that 
Means are as abfolmely.decre 
the End: which quite deſtroys:t] 
liberty of Mans Will, and leave 


no place for any choice, 
irdly, This opini 


v 


.- 


leaves 
d 


#: 


lace for praiſe to theLearned Ph: 
ſirian,nor - for diſpraiſe ro.the un- 
mpyrick. Firſt, 


mY 


a+ 


: þ.8 


; 
o praiſe 
the 


Phyfitian can claim. 
although-it be gray 


determined 
fore&who'can' 
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Dp 4 


- 


bo 


Heap, into t 
themlelves into the 


pL no fear that they Ihall 
aleſ S 'the Alm 


row: oo 1 
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Nor. is this 'true.c 
& ir AN bur.ic 
10:have ſuch bad e 


tion, that God- hath decreed; 
ſhould beſo, 


A, Grwtr' me Ea t 
| mes. From hence ſome. 
raw this unexpectc Concluſion, - 
That God hath abiolutely decreed. 
thePeriod of everyMan's Life. Now: - 
I think no conſidering man ſhoul 
ever have gueſled this to be. the 
Pſalmiſt's meaning; for the Text 
only holds our the Divine care and 
Providence, whereby he does fa: þ 
perinrendand continue eycry indi} _. 
vidual thing inthe world in their _ 
Beings,and therefore is it that Das: - 
vid makes his application ro God, 

thar he would deliver him from 2 
the hand of his Enemy; which me- © © 
thinks had been a needlefsPctizion, © 
if he had imagined that-God had 
abſolutely- derermined the perigd , 
of his Life. Secondly, P//.. 39..5. 
Lord make me to know mine end p. 
the meaſure of. my days what it a8, 
That I may know bow frail. 1 an 
his place is ſtrangely brough 
confirm theformerOpinion:Fg 


ask'when he ſhall die, 
's the Divine aid and 
-Rance,that he may wiſely improve 
: the ſhort time he hath to live. 

cannot ſtand ro conſider ſuchTexts 
-_ «of Scripture as theſe, which are no 


5 


: _ ways acquainted with the DoQtrin 
_ they are brought to defend. There 


_ 


- For this Opinion, 222. Job 14.5. 
Seeing his days are determined the 
.  mumber of: his Months are with 


--— courſe. Iconteſs, ſome in return ro 
this ſay,thar all 7's words 
not approved ofGod;therefore it is 
"hard to conclude any thing fr 
_  them;bur this is a very inſu 
-- anſwer. That which fatisfieth me is 
s, that 7ob here onlysſays a] 
days are determined, bur he 
ks nothing how they arc de- 


« 


* 


is only one-Text that ſeems to fa- 


thee,thou haſt appointed his bonds 


* _ that he cannot paſs. Bur I have 
-  'conſidered this all along in thisDiſ- 


cient 
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 #he Ferio 
bounded 4 blolute © 
| Decree. The moſt remarkable is, 
that AF. 4.28. Both Herod and © 
| Pontius Pilate, wath the Gentiles. - 
© the people of Tſrael were gather d  - 

Zogether for to do whatſoever thy 
hand © thy counſel determined be» 
:TheScribes & Phari- 2 
tude. fo Jay hands upon Chrift, but - 
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